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Metro WaterShed Partners
ATTENDEES

Alex Vollmer, City of Eden Prairie (Leslie
Storving)

Anne Weber, City of St. Paul

April Rust, Project WET/DNR

Jerry Spetzman, Chisago County

John Bilotta, U of MN Extension

NOTES
November 8", 2006

Paul Nordell, DNR Adopt a River
Randy Thoreson, NPS/RTCA

Ron Struss, U of M Extension
Sharon Doucette, City of Woodbury
Tammy Joho, Minnehaha Creek WD
Teri Heyer, USDA Forest Service

Louise Watson, RWMWD
Lyndon Torstenson, MNRRA/NPS
Norman Senjem, MPCA

Tracy Fredin, Hamline, CGEE
Trevor Russell, FMR

MEETING LOCATION
MWSPs meet at the offices of:
Capitol Region Watershed District
1410 Energy Park Drive, Suite 4
St. Paul MN 55108
PHONE: 651-644-8888
Map & Directions can be found at http://www.ramseyconservation.org/crwd/capitol.html

PARTNER UPDATES
Kate Knuth won her race and is now a Representative-elect to the MN House of
Representatives! Congrats Kate!!

Adopt A River’s 2006 sculpture is being moved to the Redwing Art Association Gallery.

MNRRA (Mississippi River National River and Recreation Area) hosted a homeschool open house
on 11/8. The MNRRA offers small school group activities on watershed topics at their visitor
center at the Science Museum.

Teri Heyer gave an update on the service project at the North American Association for
Environmental Education (NAAEE) national conference in St. Paul last month. The service project was
a tree planting at the Bruce Vento Nature Sanctuary. Partners included: Lower Phalen Creek
project, Tree Trust, Community Design Center—East Side Conservation Corps, and the Dunn
Foundation. About 55 conference participants helped with the NAAEE service project planting larger
container trees (hackberry, basswood, aspen, red maple), shrubs, and smaller oaks that will be
transplanted later. All participantslearned about proper tree planting techniques and the importance
of mulching and invasive species control. The East Side Conservation Corps assisted with planting,
mulching, and site interpretation. All participantsfavorably evaluated the event. Follow-up evaluation
will by done by Minnesota Extension Service.

Teri is meeting with Bonestroo, Mpls Park and Rec, DNR and other partners about engineered soil
and how it can increase infiltration and improve root growth. She will provide more information at
future meetings.

Sherburne County’s is meeting in Nov. about its Sensitive Areas Corridor Project (related to metro



conservation corridors). Randy Thoreson will be attending and will report back to the WSP.

Ron Struss and the MN Dept of Ag will be reporting to the legislature on the Zero phosphorus
fertilizer law. There is currently no info on how or if it's being enforced. The Dept will be contacting
local governments to find out how successful the law has been so far, and wants to do research on
nutrient runoff from turf.

Washington County will be hosting “Stormwater U” for city engineers, planners, etc. in the
county, demonstrating how to design infiltration systems. Angie H hopes to pilot it for other
counties, if there is interest. The workshop will be held on February 6, 2007.

Washington County’s land and water referendum passed!

Carver County is starting to revise its comprehensive plan, which involves updating its water
management plan as well as a natural resource plan. The County is waiting for MPCA & EPA
approval of more than 10 different TMDL plans they have written and submitted. The County
applied for Clean Water Legacy Funds to implement the Plans.

RWMWD met with local master gardeners to set up a rain garden education team targeted to
homeowners. The district has also just added a kiosk at the Science Museum to highlight their
building and grounds construction and water conservation features. Stop by and check it out!

Minneapolis Blooms is offering a rain garden education package to cities. Workshops will show
how to build rain gardens and then help a number of people to do so. Contact Ron S. for more
information or see http://www.minneapolisblooms.org/

Heart of the Beast Puppet Theater is creating a 3-part series on water in 2007! April was
invited to attend a planning meeting and the project looks wonderful. For more info, see
http://www.heartofthebeasttheatre.org/mainstage/invigorate/index.htmi

UPDATES ON METRO WATERSHED PARTNER ACTIVITIES

The Metro Children’s Water Festival was a great success — the best year yet! Students
showed a 30% increase in knowledge between pre and post tests (5% higher than previous
year.) CWF received very favorable responses from volunteers, presenters and teachers as well as
national recognition. John Bilotta and Joe Enfield will be accepting the Water Education
Federation’s National Education Award this month on behalf of CWF planning committee. See
www.metrocwf.org for photos and more info.

The committee will be wrapping up the year on 12/14/06 2:00-4:00pm (followed by a fun
gathering!) Location TBD. Anyone interested in joining is welcome. The planning committee is
always looking for additional members as well, so please join us on the 14™. (John Bilotta)

The VSMP River Summit is changing dates to December 13", 2006 at the Science Museum.
High school students from around the metro will come together to learn and share. Julie
Westerlund will be keynote speaker and Sven Sungaard will MC. (John Bilotta)

Metro Media Campaign Update The cable TV ads ran through October. 255 paid ads, 110
“bonus” ads and 38 auto fill ads ran overall. Evaluation is difficult, but the group will meet in
December to review and recap the fall campaign. Will slow down over the winter until spring



planning time. (Ron Struss). The ads can be seen on the website at www.cleanwatermn.org

Randy Neprash of Boonestro and representing the League of Minnesota Cities is interested in
exploring further educational needs of the Cities in regards to stormwater and the call for
proposals for the MPCA Education Grants. Randy coordinated a meeting for November 9". An
update will be given at the December Meeting

Rain Garden St. Paul Public Schools Project. Peggy Knapp is working with SPPS and the
Mayor’s office to create a school rain gardens project for the whole school district. She met with
the SPPS Facilities Director who is interested. They may get LCMR funding to provide small grants
to interested schools as service learning projects and a way to manage school water
drainage/runoff problems. Hamline’s Hancock Elementary School will likely be the demo site. Peggy
will present at WSP in the future. (Tracy Fredin)

Funding Update: Not a lot of new info right now but it's the end of the year, so remember to
ask your sponsoring agencies/organizations to help support WSP, financially if possible. Contact
April or any Steering Committee member to get a request letter or other assistance you may
want to approach your group. (April Rust)

PRESENTATION
Overview of the Mississippi River-Lake Pepin Total Maximum Daily Load —
Norman Senjem, MPCA Mississippi River Basin Coordinator

Norman Senjem presented information about the Mississippi River-Lake Pepin total
maximum daily load project, which will establish pollutant load allocations for point
and nonpoint sources to bring the Mississippi River and Lake Pepin in conformance
with water quality standards for turbidity (river standard) and eutrophication-nutrient
enrichment (lake standard).The project will have implications for NPDES permits,
wastewater, and stormwater toward the end of this decade. The presentation
included an overview of water quality data relative to these impairments in the Metro
and Lake Pepin areas.

Norman manages this Mississippi River-Lake Pepin Project for the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency.

e Next Steering Committee Meeting: November 20", 2-4p.m, at the Center for Global
Environmental Education (CGEE), Hamline University. The Steering Committee meets each
month to determine agendas and help steer programs. Meetings are open to all WaterShed
Partners.

« Next WaterShed Partners meeting: Wednesday, December 13" 12:15 pm, at the
Science Museum of Minnesota, in St. Paul. Let a Steering Committee Member know if you
have an agenda item for the meeting. Meetings of the WaterShed Partners are regularly the
2nd Wednesday of each month, 9-11 a.m.

¢ E-mail Metro WaterShed Partners at watershedpartners@listproc.hamline.edu.

* Senders must be subscribed to the listserv.
* Find contacts referred to in the text in the partner directory at http://cgee.hamline.edu/watershed.

* PLEASE update your listings for Metro WaterShed Partners by emailing kknuthO1@hamline.edu.

2006 STEERING COMMITTEE



Anne Weber, 651-266-6245 Ron Struss, 651-480-7708

April Rust, 651-259-5706 Sharon Doucette, 651-714-3538
Dawn Dubats,763-398-3078 Tracy Fredin, 651-523-3105
John Bilotta, 952-361-1814

FFI: Contact a Steering Committee member or Kate Knuth at 651-523-2812.



